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September is finally here, with blue (mostly smoke-free) skies greeting the 
first few days of the fall semester. For me, 
at least, September tends to feel far more 
like the start of a “new year” than January 
1 ever does. Even when I wasn’t going to 
school and was working full-time, I always 
seemed to move from one place to another 
at the end of August or the beginning 
of September. It’s a time for change, 
and I could insert a whole metaphor 
about leaves changing and whatnot, but 
this is already getting pretty cliché.
For a lot of you, this might be your 
first week at the college and your first time 
picking up a copy of the Other Press, so to 
all of you: Welcome to Douglas! The Other 
Press is your friendly autonomous student 
newspaper with a long and illustrious 
history of providing college and local news 
to the masses. Well, to the very specific 
masses of Douglas College campuses, but 
we’re online as well, so there’s that. Within 
these pages you’ll find campus news, art 
reviews, fashion views, opinions too, and 
I can’t figure out a way to rhyme the rest, 
so I’ll just say we’ve got creative writing, 
humour articles, comics, crosswords, and a 
feature about political unrest in Nicaragua.
That’s one thing I love about the 
Other Press—our independence allows us 
to cover not just stories about students, 
but stories we think will be important 
to students. You never really know what 
you’re going to find in one of our issues.
I wouldn’t be doing my job if I didn’t 
take this moment to mention that we 
publish student writing and are currently 
hiring for staff positions—and we actually 
pay our staff and contributors! Take a 
look at what we do here and if you feel 
like you have something to contribute, 
email us (contact info directly below 
this article) or come to our meetings 
on Mondays at 6:30 pm in room N1020 
at the New West campus. Even if you 
don’t apply for a full staff position, we 
love our freelance contributors, and 
we love it when people wander into 
our little dungeon for meetings.
Currently we’re still accepting resumes 
for Staff Writers and Staff Reporter (see 
the hiring ad on page 16 for more info.) 
We’re also hiring a new Arts Editor this 
week, as our previous Arts Editor Caroline 
Ho has now moved up to Assistant Editor.  
Congratulations Caroline, good luck, 
and sorry for making you read and edit 
a 1000-word rant on how much I like 
Dragon Age II, a game that came out seven 
years ago. We are all about the hottest 
of hot takes here at the Other Press.
I’d also like to take a moment to 
wave a fond farewell to our previous 
Editor-in-Chief, Chandler Walter. He’s 
got a full-time adult job working as a staff 
writer for the Daily Hive, providing an 
excellent example and success story that 
the Other Press can use as a recruiting 
tool for decades to come. I followed in 
Chandler’s footsteps every step of the way 
here, taking on the position of Humour 
Editor once he moved up to Assistant 
Editor under the legendary Lauren Kelly, 
then taking his place as Assistant when 
he took the reins of the paper. Thank 
you, Chandler, for paving a path to glory 
for Humour Editors everywhere.
We don’t even have a Humour Editor 
anymore; it’s Entertainment Editor now. 
This conveniently brings us back to my 
initial point about change, tying up this 
Lettitor with a neat little narrative bow.
The Other Press is an ever-evolving 
publication, and I can honestly say 
becoming a part of it was one of the best 
decisions I’ve ever made. I’m fortunate to 
work with incredible people. We have a 
fun and talented newsroom, and we’re all 
looking forward to making this volume 
of the Other Press the best it can be.
Finally, it seems as though there’s an 
unofficial tradition for Editors-in-Chief 
here to choose a good Lettitor sign-off 
and stick with it throughout their term. 
In the spirit of this I’ve searched through 
several articles about email sign-offs 
and while I was thinking of choosing a 
pretty mundane one, I have to share this 
truly awful, intensely cringe-inducing 
one first. I was a Humour Editor once 
after all. Some things never change.
Have a wonderful bountiful lustful day,
Bex Peterson
 The changing of the guard
 O The Other Press has been Douglas 
College’s student newspaper since 1976. 
Since 1978 we have been an autonomous 
publication, independent of the student 
union. We are a registered society under 
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 O The Other Press is published weekly 
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What started as a project over a year ago became reality last week  
as the DSU announced their updated 
website and app on August 22. 
The new website has multiple 
new webpages added to it including 
a volunteer sign-up portal for DSU 
events, a separate events page, and 
more information about the services 
provided by the DSU than what was 
previously accessible online. The DSU 
clubs directory has also been updated 
so it is now more user-friendly. 
Tracy Ho, organizer focused 
in advocacy for the DSU, said in 
an interview with the Other Press 
that she spent a lot of time on the 
complete rebranding for the website. 
“I’ve been living and breathing this 
website for the last six months,” she said.
Ho, who worked along the website 
designer in order to make the changes 
happen, said that the previous DSU 
Board of Directors wanted a fresh start.
“The previous website was really 
old and didn’t have a lot of functionality 
with it, so what they wanted to do was 
give it a bright, fresh new look to make 
it more engaging—and also have more 
abilities to engage on the website and 
make it useful for students,” she said.
Ho also emphasized the importance 
of putting the DSU’s best foot forward for 
students and potential partners whose 
introduction to the union is the website.
“It is often the first impression for 
students, potential students, community 
members, and any partners we might 
have. This is the first impression of 
the union, so the Board of Directors 
wanted to put their best face forward 
and put new information on there, but 
also reflect the needs of students.”
 Along with the functional 
changes made to the website, the 
DSU logo has opted for a sky-blue 
backdrop and a new font, ditching 
the orange and blue combination that 
was featured in the previous logo.
“The old logo was quite dated—it 
was really ’90s—and the blue and 
orange was really difficult to make 
good design from,” she said.
Ho also said that the main goal of 
redoing the website was to create an 
online platform that was welcoming 
before students even made it on campus.
“One of the things that we wanted to 
do was make a welcoming space—even 
online—and then highlight the things 
that the Student Union does,” she said. 
“We made it so online you can see the 
services we provide, our campaigns, 
events, and clubs and collectives. 
We really wanted there to be enough 
information for students to navigate 
to get their questions answered.”
Ho also took the time to explain 
the projected path for the renamed 
DS App, in which you can access most 
online portals through a single app.
“The DSU envisions that the app 
will become a resource that students 
can use every single day. We want to 
get to the place where when students 
log into the app, they can check their 
emails, waitlists, Blackboard—we’re not 
quite there yet but that is the goal—to 
ultimately have a digital space where 
students can use something that is 
functionally useful and where students 
can connect with each other,” said Ho.
DSU makes leaps in online accessibility
öö New and improved website and app
Katie Czenczek
News Editor
Municipal elections are just around the corner, and 
Priscilla Omulo wants to encourage 
students to get out there and vote.
October 20 is when voters all 
across the province can pick out their 
council members and mayors who will 
best represent them in the municipal 
elections. If people are out of the 
country or otherwise unable to vote 
on that day, there are advance voting 
dates on October 10, 13, and 17. 
Priscilla Omulo, who graduated 
with a BA in psychology while attending 
Douglas College, said in an interview 
with the Other Press that what inspired 
her to run for council were the families 
she met while working at non-profits 
who were separated due to being unable 
to find affordable housing in Surrey.
“With my understanding of what 
it’s like for low-income families who may 
not be working, who may have mental 
health issues, or addictions, a number of 
children, but then adding in those other 
pieces that there is some discrimination 
there, some lack of understanding that 
everyone deserves to rent with dignity 
and respect, and I don’t think that’s taken 
into consideration with rentals,” she said.
Omulo has worked at various 
non-profits over the last 10 years, 
most recently working as an Outreach 
Counselor with Xyolhemeyl—, the Fraser 
Valley Aboriginal Child and Family 
Services Society. It was through this 
experience that she wanted to call to 
attention the various issues that arise 
out of the housing crisis, she said.
“I think that a lot of people talk 
about affordable housing and subsidized 
housing as being key issues, but I do 
honestly think that there’s a lot of 
discrimination and racism in housing 
that people don’t recognize,” she said. 
It was through Omulo’s experiences at 
Douglas that she said laid the groundwork 
for her being ready to take on politics.
“A huge part of why I got involved 
started at Douglas,” she said. “I was a 
part of the students’ union at Douglas. 
We were a part of the U-Pass campaign, 
so we did a lot of lobbying for that, 
and it came in when we were in office. 
Learning the skills then has helped 
me now. Take as much as you can for 
Douglas—and what it has to offer—
because not only does it improve your 
campus life, but when you broaden it 
and see the rest of the world, it’ll teach 
you so much more than what you will 
get from the books in a classroom.”
Omulo also said that she wanted 
to not only encourage students to vote, 
but she also wanted students to know 
that municipal elections have the ability 
to affect housing laws, where transit 
stops will be located, and roadways.
“One thing that the city can work 
on is where the bus stops are going to go, 
we can look into putting forward rental 
caps that are based off of the tenants’ 
income, not the market value of a condo,” 
she said. “It’s really important for college 
students to vote, and also to encourage 
others to vote. It’s not just that it affects 
your day-to-day life, but we are blessed 
here to have the democratic process 
that others may not even get to do.”
Former Douglas College alum 
in the race for city council
öö Priscilla Omulo vies for a seat in Port Coquitlam
Katie Czenczek
News Editor
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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca issue 1// vol 45 news // no. 5
In BC, summer means heat, and heat means wildfires. 
Record-breaking fires have been 
burning throughout the province for the 
past few months as fire crews from across 
the country and beyond work to put out 
the flames. 
The province faced a similar dilemma 
last year when both human and lightning-
caused fires burned through over one 
million hectares of land before being put 
out by either fire crews or cooler weather, 
and now 2018 is on the cusp of the same 
tragic milestone. 
According to current statistics from 
BC Wildfire Service, this year has already 
seen 970,827 hectares of land burned as of 
August 27, and with 461 fires still burning, 
that number will only climb higher. 
The fires have gotten so bad that the 
government of British Columbia declared 
a state of emergency on August 15.
Metro Vancouver residents were 
reminded of the fires on a daily basis over 
the past few weeks, as looming clouds 
of smoke covered much of the Lower 
Mainland. On August 22, Vancouver 
broke a record for the smokiest stretch 
of weather in history with 73 hours 
of nonstop smoke, according to the 
Vancouver Weather Twitter account. The 
last record was set in December of 1963 at 
72 consecutive hours. 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
released a statement that same day 
explaining what actions the Federal 
Government would be taking to combat 
the province-wide problem. 
“Our thoughts are with everyone 
affected by the wildfires in British 
Columbia, and our government is 
determined to support British Columbia 
in the wake of this devastation,” Trudeau 
said in his statement. 
“With this new committee, we will 
work to address the urgent and long-
term impacts of the wildfires, and will 
collaborate closely with Premier Horgan 
and local authorities to support recovery 
and rebuilding efforts. I would especially 
like to thank first responders and all of 
those who are working hard and putting 
their lives at risk to help people affected 
by the wildfires.” 
The new committee that Trudeau 
mentioned in the statement is the 
Ad Hoc Cabinet Committee that will 
“meet as required to consider and 
coordinate federal contributions and to 
support recovery and rebuilding efforts,” 
The committee will also be working 
with Indigenous groups to ensure that 
their communities are supported, and 
will aid in the on-the-ground efforts 
currently being made by the Government 
Operations Centre. 
While the smoke has since cleared 
from Vancouver’s skies, the unseen fires 
are still burning throughout the province.
BC facing record-breaking wildfire 
seasons for two years straight
öö Stats show 2017, 2018 worst years on record
Chandler Walter
Contributor
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It should be no surprise that international students pay an exorbitant 
amount of money to receive education 
at BC post-secondary institutions. 
On August 15, the British Columbia 
Federation of Students (BCFS) 
launched the “Fairness for International 
Students” campaign in hopes of 
convincing the provincial government 
to put a cap on international student 
tuition fees and improve services 
available to international students.
According to research conducted by 
the BCFS, international student tuition 
costs have risen 64 percent since 2006. 
This is due to international tuition 
being unregulated in BC. International 
students make up 20 percent of the 
student population yet produce half 
of tuition fee revenue in BC. 
Aran Armutlu, chairperson at the 
BCFS, said in an interview with the 
Other Press that it is no coincidence 
that international student tuition 
fees have skyrocketed around the 
same time that government funding 
has dwindled for universities. 
“There’s been chronic underfunding 
issues at our universities for about a 
decade. What happens then is that our 
institutions have their costs increasing, 
and they’re trying to find ways to fill 
those gaps in their budgets. They can’t 
look to domestic students because 
there’s that two percent cap on domestic 
tuition fees,” he said. “It’s clear that 
[universities] are relying on international 
students to fill the gaps for funding.”
Not only are universities making up 
lost revenue from international students, 
but international education is also listed 
as an industry on BC exports website—
right behind Forestry, Mining, Natural 
Gas, and Technology—contributing $1.77 
billion to the provincial GDP in 2015.
Just this year, Douglas College’s 
international student tuition increased by 
nine percent, said Paul Wittayaworapat, 
a Kinesiology student at Douglas College, 
in an interview with the Other Press.
“Students didn’t know that their 
tuition was going to increase by nine 
percent until three months before the 
tuition payment deadline. It’s hard 
to make enough money because as 
international students we can only 
work 20 hours a week during the 
semester. It’s hard to budget when 
there’s such short notice,” he said.
Wittayaworapat, who immigrated 
to Canada from Thailand four years 
ago, also said that he doesn’t necessarily 
think that international students 
should pay the same amount of tuition 
that domestic students do. Rather, 
regulating international students’ 
tuition would prevent high increases.
“When we say, ‘Fight for fairness for 
international students,’ we aren’t saying 
that we want to have fees be as much as 
domestic students,” he said. “We’re not 
here asking to pay as much as domestic 
students, we just wanted to be treated like 
a person, not just like money in the bank.”
Aahelee Bandyopadhyay, Women’s 
Students Representative for the DSU who 
majors in Anthropology and Sociology, 
said to the Other Press that she feels as 
if there is a divide between domestic and 
international students that is hard to fill.
“I have seen this attitude of 
treating international students as cash 
cows, but that’s not the case,” she said. 
“We’re human beings too. Our parents 
work, we work, and [being viewed as a 
commodity] creates this barrier between 
domestic and international students.”
Bandyopadhyay, who came to 
Canada from India, also said she 
believes that there should be more 
services available to international 
students first coming to Canada.
“I think that providing better 
accommodation services for people 
who first come here would help a lot,” 
she said. “Another thing is the lack of 
academic advising services available. 
Whenever students are going there, 
they have to wait a week or two weeks to 
talk to an academic advisor. Currently, 
there are only two academic advisors 
for 3000 international students.”
Melissa Chirino, a Douglas College 
student majoring in Psychology who 
works as the Pride Representative for 
the DSU, said in an interview with 
the Other Press that she wants to 
call to attention the fact that many 
international students are not wealthy.
“I also wanted to point out the 
stereotype that all international students 
are rich,” she said. “I have student loans in 
Curaçao that aren’t worth much because 
of the exchange rate. I think that it’s 
important to get rid of that stereotype 
because then people will know that we 
do go through struggles to live here.”
Armutlu also said that if 
international students were to leave BC 
universities, there would be tremendous 
pressure put upon universities to find 
ways to maintain their budget.
“One of our slogans is that 
international students really keep the 
lights on in our institutions,” he said. 
“So, if they don’t feel like they’re being 
supported, then they’re going to feel 
like they’re being mistreated. If they 
don’t feel like they’re getting that value 
for their education, then they’ll choose 
to go somewhere else, and when we 
rely heavily on international students 
for tuition fee revenue—along with the 
economy being impacted—we could 
see huge impacts on our institutions.”
BCFS launches the ‘Fairness for 
International Students’ campaign
öö Filling funding gaps with unregulated tuition
Katie Czenczek
News Editor One of our slogans is that international students 
really keep the lights on in our institutions” 
—Aran Armutlu
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JUST BECAUSE 
THEY SWIPED RIGHT 
DOESN’T MAKE IT 
RIGHT.
Sexual violence and misconduct can never be part of student life.
It will not be tolerated.
Make campuses safe for everyone, play your part.
Arts
Have an idea for a story?
 arts@theotherpress.ca
issue 1// vol 45 arts // no. 7
 O ‘Feel Free’ board game review
 O The timeless brilliance of Wierd Al
 O In retrospect: ‘Dragon Age II”
And more!
I’ll start off by saying that I didn’t have high expectations going into Crazy 
Rich Asians. 
I don’t know if it was my own 
distaste in the genre, the somewhat 
ableist title, or the hype that had 
seemingly been heaped on for the movie, 
but I figured it would be a fun, passable 
film that would be a great excuse for 
chowing down on a bag of movie theatre 
popcorn. 
As my star rating probably 
spoiled, I was quite wrong about those 
assumptions. 
Crazy Rich Asians is a well-told story 
of a woman struggling with two quite 
intricate dilemmas. The first is that she 
is going on a trip with her boyfriend to 
meet his family, whom, other than a few 
cousins, she has never met before. That 
is a situation we can all relate to—being 
invited over for dinner to the potential 
in-laws’ place and having to navigate 
your way around polite conversation with 
these strangers that you really want to 
like you. 
Throw in Rachel’s second dilemma—
Rachel Chu being our protagonist here, 
played by the wonderful and endearing 
Constance Wu—of meeting this family 
out in Singapore, where they all reside. 
Rachel grew up in America after 
her and her mother immigrated from 
China, so she’s not the most versed in 
the customs that come along with her 
boyfriend Nick’s family. Add in the fact 
that they are, as the title suggests, super 
rich, and there’s an entirely new cultural 
divide for her to navigate. 
I won’t get too into the nitty gritty as 
I want this review to remain as spoiler-
free as possible, but what I can say is that 
the movie hits all the beats of a classic 
rom-com while still unravelling a story 
that feels like it really matters. Every 
scene is important enough to sprint back 
to if you have too much Coke halfway 
through the movie, and there are enough 
obstacles for the characters to overcome 
that the pace of the film never falters. 
Toss into the mix the comedic 
additions of college-friend Peik Lin 
(YouTube star Awkwafina) and her 
oddball family (which includes none 
other than Ken Jeong—best known 
for his roles in Community and The 
Hangover) and you’ve got yourself a 
movie that delivers. 
What puts Crazy Rich Asians apart 
from the other movies in the seemingly 
exhausted rom-com genre—other than 
the fact that it stars an almost entirely 
Asian cast and is killing it at the box 
office, but that’s worth another article in 
itself—is that it does not revolve around 
the “rom-antic” question. It is clear that 
Rachel and Nick love each other, and the 
tension in the movie comes from outside 
factors that threaten that love, which gets 
rid of the overused “will they won’t they” 
trope. 
Plus, it’s cool to see what life is like 
when you’rr Just. That. Damn. Rich. So go 
check it out.
Drama, glamour, and a 
surprisingly solid story
öö ‘Crazy Rich Asians’ film review
Chandler Walter
Contributor
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Everyone’s favourite accordion-playing musical parody master 
Weird Al has long been an unequivocal 
staple of modern pop culture.
The musician and satirist’s 
illustrious four-decade-long career is 
still going strong, especially after the 
recent August 27 accolade of a star on 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame. With 
this star, awarded in the category of 
recording, he joins the ranks of over 2,600 
actors, musicians, producers, and other 
entertainers honoured with their names 
engraved on Hollywood Boulevard.
Alfred Matthew “Weird Al” Yankovic 
began recording and releasing comedic 
songs in 1976. Since then his resumé 
has included 14 studio albums, 10 
compilation albums, 54 music videos, 
and over 150 comedic songs full of 
clever parodies and ingenious genre 
mash-ups, backed by a persona that’s 
quirkily, admirably wholesome.
Prolific and long-spanning as his 
career has been, no doubt everyone 
has their own favourite Weird Al songs. 
Nonetheless, let’s take this opportunity 
to recognize a few of his more clever, 
memorable, and iconic compositions.
The Saga Begins (1999)
I’ve heard people remark that this 
masterpiece is the only reason they 
know the original song, Don McLean’s 
1971 classic “American Pie,” and the only 
reason they know anything about the 
first Star Wars prequel movie. This pop-
culture-didacticism is a common theme 
in a lot of Weird Al songs and part of 
the reason he’s such a legend. Beyond 
that, every line of this parody—starting 
with from the introductory “A long, 
long time ago/In a galaxy far away” is 
poignantly descriptive and hilarious. 
The music video, with Weird Al as Obi-
Wan, probably features better acting 
than The Phantom Menace anyway.
Amish Paradise (1996)
Deserving of a spot on any Weird Al 
song list, “Amish Paradise” reworks 
the melancholy ambience and slick 
raps of “Gangsta’s Paradise” by Coolio 
featuring L.V. (which itself samples 
“Pastime Paradise” by Stevie Wonder). 
The juxtaposition of hard street life and 
technology-shunning traditionalism—two 
opposites on a spectrum of badassery—is 
executed brilliantly through absurdly 
solemn descriptions of idyllic Amish life, 
sprinkled with both archaic language 
and rap-inspired interjections of “Fool!”
Another One Rides the Bus (1981)
This spoof of Queen’s “Another One 
Bites the Dust” is the Metro Vancouver 
transit-user’s must-have. The driving pace 
and iconic riff of the original transposes 
very fittingly into the impassioned, 
accordion-backed Weird Al version, 
which describes an uncomfortable, all 
too familiar experience of being stuck 
on an increasingly-packed bus. It’s 
gloriously painful for its relatability.
Angry White Boy Polka (2003)
I admit I personally am predisposed 
to love and hate this song because it 
parodies virtually my exact musical taste 
(I unironically thrive on Disturbed’s 
“Down with the Sickness” and System of 
a Down’s “Chop Suey”). Yet we can’t omit 
acknowledging the genius of Weird Al’s 
signature medleys, which are comprised 
of polka-style song covers. Again, they’re 
surprisingly effective at exposing listeners 
to some huge hits and perhaps letting you 
enjoy those hits a little more shamelessly.
The timeless brilliance of Weird Al Yankovic
öö One Walk of Fame star and a huge repertoire of hilarious songs
Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
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Some authors are known for one work above all else. J.K. Rowling will 
always be remembered for her Harry 
Potter books; J. R. R. Tolkien’s name is 
immortalized on the covers of his Lord 
of the Rings novels. Others, like Stephen 
King, are celebrated for the breadth 
of their work (King has published 58 
novels, in addition to countless short 
stories). Zadie Smith is certainly famous 
for her fiction, but she is also renowned 
for essays in which she poses incisive 
questions about an unpredictable array 
of subjects. Her latest non-fiction 
collection Feel Free is full of witty, 
insightful writing about art, comedy, 
film, literature, and popular culture. 
One of Smith’s greatest skills as 
an essayist is her ability to seamlessly 
weave multiple threads of discussion into 
entertaining and perceptive examinations 
of any given topic. “Generation Why” is 
one such essay, looking at Facebook, Mark 
Zuckerberg, and David Fincher’s film The 
Social Network. It begins by briefly noting 
Smith’s personal experience at Harvard 
around the time of Facebook’s inception. 
From there, a brief discussion of what she 
terms “Generation Facebook” segues into 
a review of The Social Network, focusing 
on the film’s stylization and dialogue, with 
special interest in how the film depicts 
the real figures at the centre of its story. 
This leads Smith to examine Zuckerberg 
himself—a man “dispassionate about the 
philosophical questions regarding privacy 
… raised by his ingenious program.” 
From there Smith moves between 
examination and criticism to arrive at 
an essential question: Why does one 
choose to reduce life to this oversimplified 
format? As she states eloquently, 
“Shouldn’t we struggle against Facebook?”
Smith’s concerns about “Generation 
Facebook” and criticism of David 
Fincher’s film are synthesized in the 
essay’s brilliantly scathing final line: 
“[The Social Network is] a cruel portrait 
of us: 500 million sentient people 
entrapped in the recent careless thoughts 
of a Harvard sophomore.” If that isn’t a 
vision of dystopia, I don’t know what is.
Facebook is just one of the topics 
Smith examines in Feel Free. “Brother from 
Another Mother” is both an appreciative 
profile of comedy duo Key & Peele and a 
compelling analysis of what made their 
comedy so successful. That essay would be 
well paired with “Getting In and Out,” an 
astute review of Peele’s acclaimed film Get 
Out. One of my personal favourites in the 
collection, “Meet Justin Bieber!”, is similar 
to “Generation Why?” in its dissection of 
celebrity culture by way of asking, “What’s 
it like to be such a person?” In these pieces 
and others Smith covers an astonishing 
and wildly entertaining range of subjects.
The term “essay” can certainly 
have negative connotations, mostly 
related to the chore of writing them as a 
student. However, Smith’s essays aren’t 
painful to read; they flow smoothly, 
relate popular culture back to relevant 
academic concepts, and are composed 
in an easygoing style. Reading Feel Free 
is almost like having a conversation 
with Zadie Smith about whatever 
happens to be on her mind. The great 
strength of her writing might be her 
ability to write fascinating essays about 
seemingly any topic she chooses.
Not every subject, but any subject
öö ‘Feel Free’ book review
Ethan Gibson
Columnist
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No matter what fictional genre you write in, at some point you will have 
to do a little bit of world-building. For 
writers unaware, “world-building” is the 
term coined to define your construction 
of setting in a broad sense. If your story 
is set in the modern day, it would be 
the city, country, and whatever rules/
agencies that are in place to govern, 
oversee, or create the laws of that world. 
Essentially it establishes the parameters 
of where your characters live in both a 
geographical as well as legal sense. 
Certain genres make this easier than 
others because, depending on setting, the 
reader will already have a preconceived 
notion of how certain worlds work. For 
example, if a story is set in modern-era 
Canada, you probably won’t have to go 
into great detail explaining how the 
Canadian government functions. Just 
using broad strokes and showing how 
certain things affect your characters is 
enough to keep the reader engaged.
That being said, if you are writing 
something that involves creating your 
own world—most commonly seen in 
stories with elements of sci-fi, fantasy, or 
the paranormal—you will have to go into 
greater detail to explain various aspects of 
that world, so that the reader understands 
how it functions on a base level. This can 
be intimidating, especially to new writers, 
because you can feel overwhelmed with 
the need to explain everything all at 
once. As an avid reader and an authorial 
dabbler, I am here to tell you that it is 
quite a bit easier than you might think. 
Many readers prefer to be shown 
things through character interaction 
or experience, as opposed to being 
told things through long lines of 
exposition. This preference means that 
you can gradually craft the reader’s 
understanding of the world throughout 
the story, as opposed to just dumping 
information all at once. Discuss things 
about the world as they become relevant. 
If you are writing in first-person, this 
makes things both harder and easier. 
Harder because you cannot explain 
something outside of your focus 
character’s understanding, but easier 
for exact same reason—a thief may not 
understand how magic functions, but 
they know that messing with the mage 
up the street is dangerous. See how that 
works? This also gives you the opportunity 
to explain things later should your 
characters become more educated. 
Showing your world-building this 
way—through character experience or 
relevancy—will help you pace your story 
and not weigh it down with unnecessary 
description. It also means that you can 
be a bit lazier in your construction of 
said world. In other words, you don’t 
need to have everything ironed out 
right from the beginning. You can 
play and develop the intricacies of the 
world as you go, which is always fun. 
The only major downside to 
writing this way is that you run the 
risk of repeating yourself. Repetition 
used sparingly to briefly reinforce 
understanding of what is going on is okay. 
Do it too often and it becomes annoying. 
To avoid this, I recommend re-reading 
your work and keeping notes on when 
certain things are mentioned. In most 
word processing programs you can do 
this by adding comments, which you can 
then back-reference if you so desire. 
World-building is a strange process, 
especially for people unused to putting 
their imaginings to paper. It takes practice, 
and you might find yourself going to 
friends or family and asking, “Does 
this make sense?” All of that is normal. 
Keep at it and you’ll be weaving the 
mysteries of YOUR universe in no time.
World-building
öö Why it’s not as hard as you think it is
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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I feel like it’s necessary to preface this article with my personal bias: I love 
Dragon Age II. I love the characters, the 
story, the setting, the music—I even love 
that it’s set in the same city for seven 
years instead of an open-world map. I’m 
comfortable saying that Dragon Age II 
is probably my all-time favourite game. 
However, it’s been (forcibly) brought 
to my attention (multiple times) that 
not everyone feels this way about it. 
Don’t get me wrong, I understand 
a lot of the criticisms. People often 
cite the recycled maps and various 
glitches as reasons for disliking the 
game on a technical level, and I can’t 
argue with that. If you’ve seen one 
mansion layout, you’ve literally seen 
them all. Clearly the architects of 
Kirkwall were sleeping on the job. 
However, people have also criticized 
many of the fundamental narrative 
elements of the game, often simply 
for not following the precedent set by 
the sprawling world-exploration RPG 
Dragon Age: Origins in 2009. In place 
of a warden for whom you can pick one 
of six different backstories, you have 
Hawke: A refugee fleeing their country of 
origin to a single city state. The decisions 
you make throughout the game simply 
don’t have the same world-changing 
impact of Origins, and many often lead 
to the same—usually tragic—results. 
“It’s a good game,” I’ve heard some 
people concede, “but it’s not Dragon Age.”
I could go into a whole deep-dive 
as to what constitutes a Dragon Age 
game, but with an eye on the word 
count I’ll try to keep things simple. For 
many people, BioWare games are about 
consequences. Because the decisions 
you make as Hawke largely do not 
result in any vast consequences for 
the whole of Thedas, and the actions 
Hawke takes that do impact the rest 
of Thedas are somewhat pre-set, the 
assumption seems to be that consequence 
doesn’t exist in the world of DA2. 
That wasn’t my experience with the 
game. What I found was in the stricter 
narrative of DA2, the focus shifted from 
the impact one person’s decisions and 
actions could have on the whole world, 
towards the impact that one person’s 
decisions and actions could have on 
other people. It’s a far more personal 
story in this way, and one that has stuck 
with me since I first played it in 2015. 
If you haven’t played Dragon Age 
II yet, I’d highly recommend stopping 
here because there are spoilers ahead!
The first thing to understand 
about DA2 is that the development time 
was insanely limited. Where Origins 
began initial development in 2002 and 
was released in 2009, DA2 was given 
only 12 to 14 months from beginning 
to end for production time. Within 
these limitations, the developers came 
up with an ingenious framing device: 
Dragon Age II is a story being told by 
an unreliable narrator, Varric Tethras, 
your best friend. It’s a champion’s tale 
in three acts, taking place in the same 
city over seven years. This allowed the 
developers to make amazing narrative 
use of limited worldbuild, where instead 
of seeing new people and places, you 
come to know your companions and the 
people of the city as well as you might 
know your own friends and neighbours. 
The way your companions grow and 
change over the course of the game is 
largely dictated by how you treat them. 
Unlike the largely supportive companions 
of Mass Effect, with their loyalty in Mass 
Effect 2 a simple on/off switch dictated 
by a single character mission and one or 
two dialogue trees, your friends in DA2 
are very clearly living their own lives 
with or without your approval. In my 
first playthrough, I lost Isabela halfway 
through the game because her approval 
just wasn’t high enough (by five points!) 
for her to return to the city to defend 
me from the Arishok after stealing the 
Tome of Koslun. Every companion you 
take into the Fade with you during the 
“Night Terrors” quest will betray you, no 
matter how high their approval (except 
Anders, but only because he has Justice’s 
protection). You can lose nearly every 
single one of your friends and family in 
this game depending on your choices. 
Will the world of Thedas end because 
of this? No, but having to battle and kill 
companions who’ve fought by your side 
for six years is a potentially devastating 
personal consequence for not taking 
the time to get to know them better.
The use of unreliable narration as 
a framing device is also fascinatingly 
creative. Varric sometimes hijacks the 
story from you, in one memorable 
quest taking out an entire mansion of 
mercenaries single-handed to come face-
to-face with his treacherous brother, 
weeping and begging for forgiveness, 
only to reveal that that particular venture 
ended far less triumphantly than Varric 
initially lets on. You’re never entirely 
sure if what you’re playing through 
happened exactly as Varric seems to be 
describing it, or if he’s simply dressing 
up what is on the whole a tragedy 
of Shakespearean proportions. 
This is the crux of my defence of 
DA2, when it comes to the impact of 
your decisions. The criticism that your 
decisions throughout the game largely 
have no effect on either the ending or 
the implications it has for the rest of 
the Thedas is, in my opinion, somewhat 
missing the point. Many fans have pointed 
out that Dragon Age II is ultimately a 
tragic story. No matter the decisions your 
Hawke makes throughout the game, they 
cannot stop Varric’s brother from bringing 
red lyrium to the surface in Act I. They 
cannot save the Viscount or his son in 
Act II, and try as they might, they cannot 
stop the Mage-Templar war from breaking 
out in Act III. Hawke is a tragic hero, 
perceived as wielding a mythic amount 
of world-changing power and ultimately 
changing very little. If anything, it’s a 
subversion of classic RPG narratives, 
which is a pretty ambitious thing to try 
to pull off in a relatively small game that 
was given only a year to complete. 
If you don’t like Dragon Age II, that’s 
honestly fine—I don’t see the point in 
trying to force people to enjoy something 
just because I do. However, I do think the 
game receives far more criticism and a 
few more eye-rolls than it really deserves. 
It’s a game that truly means something 
to a lot of people, despite its flaws.
And honestly, I dare you to listen to 
the Dragon Age II end credits version of 
Florence + The Machine’s “I’m Not Calling 
You a Liar” without feeling something. I 
double-dare you. It just can’t be done.
In retrospect: ‘Dragon Age II’
öö Seven years after its release, ‘Dragon Age II’ remains one of BioWare’s most polarizing titles
Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
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The focus shifted from the impact one person’s 
decisions and actions could have on the whole 
world, towards the impact that one person’s 
decisions and actions could have on other people.
Recently, A&W launched a big advertising campaign for their 
new vegetarian offering, the Beyond 
Meat burger. The patty is made from 
an assortment of fruits and vegetables, 
according to A&W’s website, including 
beets, apples, pomegranates, and 
yellow peas. The marketing campaign 
claims it tastes “exactly like meat” and 
is consistent with A&W’s increased 
focus on the environment in its 
recent marketing. ButYet, how does 
it really stack up compared to one 
of the chain’s standard burgers? 
The Beyond Meat burger comes 
with lettuce and tomato on it. So to 
make my taste test as even as possible, I 
also ordered A&W’s Mama burger with 
added lettuce and tomato. In terms 
of outward appearance, both burgers 
looked about the same. In terms of 
nutrition, based on the information on 
A&W’s website, the Beyond Meat burger 
has more sodium, less cholesterol, and 
a much greater percentage of daily 
iron. The Beyond Meat burger also has 
100 extra calories and 9 extra grams 
of fat (though no trans-fat), for its 
extra 60 grams of total serving size.
Getting down to the experience 
of eating, the Beyond Meat burger is 
definitely one of the better veggie 
burgers I’ve tried. It’s got a good 
flavour, but that flavour isn’t meat. I 
also had difficulties with the texture. 
The Beyond Meat patty lacks the 
weight and resistance of true meat, 
and it’s difficult to tell what part of 
the burger you’re currently chewing 
on. As far as veggie burgers go, it’s not 
going to convince me to switch any 
time soon, but it’s certainly a step in 
the direction of making them more 
palatable to people who prefer meat.
The Mama burger, in comparison, is 
instantly recognizable as meat. It doesn’t 
blend together while you’re eating it, 
and it has that good burger flavour you 
want from your fast food. It is still fast 
food, of course, and while good, it did 
not blow me away. However, I would still 
take it over the Beyond Meat burger. 
From a vegetarian perspective, 
the Beyond Meat burger is probably a 
good choice, though. It’s not cooked on 
a different grill, so it can’t be counted 
as vegan, but for vegetarian fare it was 
pretty tasty, and it’s a good reason to 
head to the A&W if you’re trying to 
decide what to get in the local mall food 
court. Having more options for people 
with dietary restrictions is always a good 
thing, and the chain’s effort to provide 
is laudable, even if their offering doesn’t 
quite satisfy the omnivores among us. 
Beyond meat
öö How does A&W’s new meatless burger stack up?
Duncan Fingarson
Senior Columnist
Avocado toast is a defining characteristic of the millennial 
portfolio, and it is seriously jeopardizing 
some people’s lives.
If Generation X had been told that 
their younger siblings would be spending 
$12 on two pieces of bread slathered in 
green butter, they would not have believed 
it. 
“We sell over 140 organic avocados 
a day,” Micah, produce lead at Be Fresh 
market tells said to the Other Press. 
The cheapest avocados—and therefore 
the most popular for mass purchase by 
restaurants—avocados are not locally 
grown. Like most other budget fruits 
and vegetables, they are imported from 
faraway countries speckled around the 
planet; places like California, Mexico, 
Peru, New Zealand, South Africa, and so 
forth.
Over the last few years we have 
heard about the cartels which have been 
capitalizing on the avocado farms in 
Mexico. These fortunately seemed to have 
ceased. Sadly however, avocado farms 
in Peru—the second largest avocado 
exporter—are experiencing havoc of a 
different sort. 
Trujillo is a northwestern city on the 
coast of Peru with a semi-desert climate 
that makes it ideal for avocado farming.  
Similarly, its geographical location makes 
it susceptible to natural disasters. In 
January 2017 the Peruvian coast received a 
warm welcome from Mr. El Niño—warm 
wind currents from the Pacific which 
greatly interrupt climate on land. 
When El Niño hit, the heat and 
humidity in the coast of Peru skyrocketed. 
Above-average temperatures spanned 
into February, but when March arrived, 
the accumulating heat and humidity 
transformed into torrential rainfall, flash 
floods, and landslides. 
This was bad news for avocado 
farmers! Not only do avocado trees have 
shallow root systems, making swampy soil 
an unfortunate recipe for rotting roots, a 
city that is not used to high amounts of 
rain is not equipped with drainage systems 
nor is its infrastructure prepared for so 
much water. This concoction resulted in 
an unsafe swamp of a work environment 
which forced avocado farmers to refrain 
from workingtending to their crops.
“Nobody worked any farms or 
distributed because it was all flooded,” 
Brian, resident of Trujillo and avocado 
distributer, said in an online interview 
with the Other Press. “It affected 
everything—the rain destroyed what had 
been harvested and flooded the crops. 
We could no longer use them because the 
floods were carrying everything away.”
According to Brian, “It was the worst 
tragedy that could happen to Peru.”
We seldom think about the 
tribulations which international farmers 
undergo to keep up with the demands 
from the western world. It is easy to 
purchase fruit and vegetables without 
thinking about the processes which have 
culminated in produce ending up in our 
reusable shopping bags—yet for countries 
whose economies benefit greatly from the 
export of their farmed resources, events 
which disrupt their production can greatly 
affect their industries. 
Now doesn’t that $12 plate of avocado 
toast taste a little better?
The real cost of avocado toast 
öö A crime that extends further than robbing Millennials’ meager bank accounts 
C J Sommerfeld
Contributor
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It seems as though us Vancouverites 
love to complain.
“There are too many vegans!” 
“The Seawall is full of tourists on 
rental bikes!” 
“Rent is a bank account vacuum!”
Unfortunately, the current air quality 
may inhibit a few last trots up the 
Grouse Grind before the summer 
tapers off, and strict liquor laws still 
prohibit breweries from having a patio, 
but really our problems are minuscule 
in comparison to the current events 
happening in other parts of the world 
right now—such as the chaos which is 
suffocating Nicaragua right now.
Nicaragua is in total political, social, 
and economic unrest. A president 
widely regarded as a neoliberal 
authoritarian, Daniel Ortega, has led 
the country in a dictatorship for the 
past 11 years, most of which was 
spent without any major revolt from 
the Nicaraguan people. However, a 
string of events that took place earlier 
this year have finally caused a long-
overdue uprising.
The Nicaraguan government has 
recently censored national television 
from broadcasting the current crises. I 
was only informed about these events 
due to good ol’ Facebook—videos, 
photos, and status updates from 
my friends living in Nicaragua made 
Vancouver’s dog days of summer and 
constant sweat mustaches seem not 
so bad.
Having lived and worked in Nicaragua 
for a short period of time in 2015, I 
reached out to a few of my friends 
and ex-co-workers who still live there 
(one of whom has just recently left the 
country) to gain firsthand knowledge 
on the crisis.
A few of the people I contacted were 
reluctant to participate, apologizing 
and telling me that they were afraid 
of the possible backlash from the 
government for speaking to the press. 
One person who agreed to participate 
asked if their name could remain 
anonymous due to the same fear. The 
following is the cumulative depiction of 
the current unrest from three people 
living in Nicaragua during this time of 
upheaval.
 “The first disturbances were with 
the burning of Reserva Indio Maz,” 
Felipe Orozco, resident of Granada, 
Nicaragua said in an online interview 
with the Other Press. On April 3, a 
swathe of the Indio Maz Biological 
Reserve caught fire. This 110,000-
acre span of rainforest is the most 
important biological reserve in the 
country as it is home to innumerable 
threatened plant and animal species, 
including the jaguar. The blaze 
continued for a week and a half and 
destroyed almost 13,000 acres.
The fire was reported by news outlets 
to have started due to illegal cattle 
ranchers and land traffickers who 
were carrying out their activities on 
Indigenous territory which was within 
this area. Perhaps the fire was caused 
by the farming practice of burning 
raphia palms prior to planting their 
crops to cycle the nutrients in the soil. 
While illegal crops and cattle farms 
are greatly disrupting the natural 
flora and fauna of the rainforest, they 
are reaping income, benefitting the 
economy and making the capitalist 
government happy.
Since this blaze was the byproduct 
of the abrasive, resource-extracting 
activity which had been taking place 
on Indigenous land—and had been 
doing so for a long time—it created 
a collective fury among the people 
of Nicaragua. The fire was a prime 
example of how the government was 
receiving fiscal gain from destroying 
its own rainforest and Indigenous 
territory, clearly showcasing the 
priorities of the government. 
Shortly following this, Ortega 
announced a reform that many 
Nicaraguans considered the last straw.
On April 18, a protest began in front 
of Universidad Centroamericana. Jon 
Hanrahan, a long-term Nicaraguan 
resident and owner of Treehouse, 
Townhouse, and Lost Souls Bar and 
Eatery, said in an online interview with 
the Other Press, “In April the president 
announced a pension reform and many 
pensioners took to the streets. A lot 
of students jumped on board to show 
their support. They were met with 
police who were reported to use live 
ammunition and torture tactics. After 
that first day of protests the focus 
shifted from the pension, to justice for 
those killed and removal of president 
Daniel Ortega.”
Another source, who wished to 
remain anonymous for fear of 
government retaliation, also spoke 
online to the Other Press about these 
demonstrations.
 “The protests initially started when 
Ortega wanted a social reform but 
it quickly degenerated into people 
manifesting for their rights to freedom 
and release from an oppressive 
government,” the source said.
In the following days more riots came 
about, including pro-government 
protesters who entered universities 
and began attacking students. 
Following this event, many universities 
closed. The country quickly turned 
from safe to the opposite. Protesting 
for freedom quickly monsooned into a 
fury of dangerous riots.
Our anonymous source described life 
in Nicaragua following the protests—
areas of town residents knew to stay 
out of, warnings to remain inside 
to avoid demonstrations, and food 
shortages. 
“All hostels and hotels were locked 
from the inside and you needed 
permission to go outside. Grocery 
stores were completely emptied, and 
most restaurants closed their doors, 
hence there [were] a lot less choices 
in foods. It became more of ‘eat what 
you can get.’”
Unfortunately, empty grocery 
stores and violence-ridden streets 
progressed from bad to worse, 
according to this source. “In the 
beginning of the manifestations I 
didn’t feel personally threatened. So 
long as I’d respect the hours I should 
be in, I’d be fine. The paramilitaries 
were killing about one to two people 
per day, which is terrible, but I did 
not feel targeted. As of August, the 
paramilitary were killing about 30 
people per day with much more going 
missing never to be found again. It was 
becoming more and more dangerous. 
I was scared of the paramilitary, but 
I was also scared of the Nicaraguan 
people because war causes an 
economic depression.
“People who are in survival mode 
aren’t caring or nice,” said the 
unnamed source. “They will rob you, 
rape you, and kill you [...] Not to say 
that 100 percent of the population 
turned bad but unfortunately and 
understandingly, war does change the 
character of many people.”
Similarly, Hanrahan said, “So many 
people fought and died for a change 
but it seems at this stage, the current 
government have got their way.”
 “[Prior to the political unrest] people 
in Nicaragua were happy and social. 
It was easy to talk to people. The 
atmosphere was mostly light and 
positive. At this moment in time, 
there’s almost like a collective 
depression going on. You can feel the 
atmosphere [is] emotionally heavy. 
The streets are empty, people who are 
in the street barely talk, or smile, or 
even look at you,” said the anonymous 
source, stating also that the capital 
city of Managua was full of shotgun-
wielding paramilitary troops and that 
Granada was like a “ghost town” when 
demonstrations were not ongoing.
With violence suffocating the country, 
the government closed its doors to 
tourism. “Once the travel warnings 
were made and word got around it 
took just weeks for tourism to cease 
to exist. To this point I’ve had to close 
my businesses,” said Hanrahan. 
Not only did this halt income to 
businesses that benefit from tourism, 
volunteers who were doing so within 
the country were sent home, and no 
others were able to enter the country.
Prior to the political unrest, there 
were a multitude of organizations 
speckled around the country where 
international volunteers assisted in 
bettering the country in areas such 
as education and construction. When 
these volunteers were asked to leave 
the county, the progress in these 
organizations nearly ceased. In an 
attempt to replace this lost help, 
organizations turned to Nicaraguans 
who had lost their jobs due to the 
political unrest to give their time 
to organizations which served the 
people. 
“Over 200,000 people have lost their 
jobs, so we are trying to employ as 
many people as we can afford to,” 
said Hanrahan, who used his presence 
and popularity in Nicaragua to serve 
the community of Poste Rojo, an 
impoverished locality at the base of 
the Mombacho Volcano. 
One unnamed organization said in 
an email to the Other Press, “Due to 
the strict labor laws requiring full time 
employment, we don’t have the option 
of simply paying some extra helpers 
for the hours that we need them.” 
This created a game of tug-of-war of 
morals and politics. “People who have 
lived here a long time say it’s similar 
to Nicaragua 10 years ago before its 
popularity took off,” Hanrahan said.
Nicaragua’s crises truly put 
Vancouver’s issues into perspective. 
We may have our gripes about tourists 
in Gastown and bike lane etiquette, 
but one thing we can be thankful 
for is that our grocery shops are in 
abundance and we can walk without 
real worry.
 “For anyone not living in Nicaragua I 
think the best way to support from afar 
would be to look online for smaller 
groups looking to help the country 
recover.” Hanrahan says.
If you are looking for an out to 
your local woes, consider making 
a student-sized donation to a 
Nicaraguan organization. There are 
two donation portals which I have 
previously volunteered with and highly 
recommend:
https://www.gofundme.com/6fws6v-
the-treehouse-community-project
http://www.la-esperanza-granada.org/
payment-options/
Save the jaguars!
By C J Sommerfeld, 
Contributor
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Great Inclinations is your go-to source for 
diving into the world of casual hiking in 
and around the Lower Mainland. Because 
hiking’s not just for assholes anymore.
One of the best parts about hiking, camping, or doing anything outdoors 
is the amount of snackage that occurs. 
You’re roughing it; you’re burning 
through calories like they’re on fire; it’s 
easy to justify nearly any level of snack 
to yourself. However, not every hiking 
snack is created equal, and what food 
you bring will depend on what kind of 
hike you’re on. Here are a few tidbits 
to help you dazzle everyone with your 
new and improved snacking A-game.
First off, the kind of food and 
accompanying devices will depend on 
what kind of hike you’re going on. Snacks 
for a casual jaunt up Quarry Rock are a 
lot different than what you’d bring on a 
day-long hike in Whistler. It’s also better 
to overestimate when you’re packing, since 
you can’t really swing by a McDonalds 
when you get the munchies and you’re 
stuck on top of a mountain. Think ahead 
and avoid being that person who ends 
up bumming off everyone else’s snacks.
In terms of gear that can help you 
become a snacking guru, cooler bags 
are a new addition to my life, and it’s 
hard to remember a time before them. 
Add a few reusable ice packs, and you’ve 
got a compressible fridge that’s easy to 
transport and that retains cold fairly well. 
Cooler bags are handy even if your snacks 
don’t necessarily need refrigeration: 
They prevent stuff from melting in 
your pack, or they can keep other foods 
slightly chilled. They’re also relatively 
inexpensive—most range from $15 to 
$50—but the branded ones that often 
come with packs of beer will do just fine. 
It’s also worth investing in some 
decent plastic Tupperware and durable 
elastic bands. Glass jars and containers 
might seem like the stronger option, 
but they weigh a lot more and can 
break in your backpack. Load all of your 
food into Tupperware containers, and 
either wrap them in elastic bands or 
plastic wrap to prevent any spillage.
Another important thing to 
remember is that preparing food for a hike 
is always full of trade-offs. You could buy 
a ton of dehydrated food from Mountain 
Equipment Co-op, which is light to carry 
and conveniently premade; however, most 
dehydrated meals cost about $14 each, 
and some of them taste like soapy vomit. 
You could prepare a few meals ahead 
of time and pack them in Tupperware 
containers, but they’ll likely be heavy in 
your pack and might pop open during 
the hike. Think about what’s important 
to you—are you more concerned about 
being thrifty, being satisfied, or being 
light on the trail? Pick snacks and 
meals that line up with those values.
Personally, my snacking game is all 
over the place, but it works for me. Here 
are a few favourites for taking on the trail: 
Hard-boiled eggs
They’re easy to make, delicious, and 
chock-full of calories, protein, and fat. 
Make sure you have some experience 
peeling these bad boys before bringing 
them on a hike though, as some people 
find them difficult to peel and end 
up pulling them apart completely.
Frozen grapes
Pop ’em in the freezer the night 
before, and you have a tasty cold treat 
that also keeps your other snacks 
chilled. I prefer the sweetness of red 
grapes, but any kind works here.
Quinoa salad
As long as it doesn’t have dairy in it, 
quinoa salad can be enjoyed at any 
temperature. Batch cook a ton so 
you have leftovers, and then pack 
a Tupperware full of it for the hike. 
(Just don’t forget to bring spoons!)
Chickpea wraps
Probably my go-to on-the-go snack. 
Chickpeas are brimming with calories and 
carbohydrates, and their flavour is so mild 
that you can do anything with them. Load 
a tortilla wrap up with hummus, spinach, 
and some kind of mashed chickpea 
filling, and you’ve got a meal on the go. 
For a good recipeexample of these check 
out the Other Press’ recipe “Meatless 
Monday: Vegetarian chickpea wraps.”
Vegetables
I love fruit, but most of them either bruise 
too easily or are a high risk for getting 
smashed in a backpack. Hikes are where 
vegetables shine: Pack a container full of 
prepared vegetables—carrots, cucumbers, 
grape tomatoes, broccoli, radishes—and 
enjoy the convenience of easily-accessible, 
fresh veggies throughout your hike.
Great Inclinations
öö How to bring your hiking snack game up another level 
Jacey Gibb
Distribution Manager
The shooting that took place on August 26 in Jacksonville, 
Florida, has rekindled the arguments 
of a few familiar debates. 
The gunman, David Katz, opened 
fire on the participants and spectators 
of an esports competition featuring the 
video game Madden NFL, published by EA 
Sports. While a mass shooting is sadly not 
an unfamiliar event, this one in particular 
has proved to be quite divisive. Many have 
called for a reexamination of American 
gun laws, but some have chosen to latch 
onto the correlative existence of this act of 
violence and the presence of video games.
For those familiar with the 
Columbine High School massacre—an 
event largely seen as the beginning of 
the modern mass shooting craze—you 
will recall that the shooting then sparked 
debate over violence in video games. 
It is theorized that this was partly due 
to the formation of the Entertainment 
Software Rating Board (ESRB) in 1994—
the Columbine attack occurred in 1999. 
The discovery that the Columbine 
perpetrators played video games allowed 
for a link to be examined that could 
possibly justify the ESRB’s continued 
existence after the notoriety of their 
political cases from the early to mid-’90s 
died down. Unfortunately, and despite 
many studies proving the contrary, this 
led to a belief that video games as a 
whole encouraged violent behavior. 
So how does this affect the 
Jacksonville shooting? Many conservative-
leaning people and political parties have 
chosen this tragedy as an example of 
video games encouraging violent acts—
conveniently choosing to ignore the fact 
that Katz was able to initiate this attack 
with two handguns he had purchased 
legally, despite having a readily-available 
medical record detailing mental health 
issues. Furthermore, it is the ignorant 
prerogative of said parties to seemingly 
ignore the fact that Madden NFL has 
an “E” rating by the ESRB—a rating 
only given to the most family-friendly 
games—meaning it contains little to no 
violence. However, as many members of 
the gaming community know, and have 
had to deal with due to this abhorrent 
public association, this claim of video 
games inciting violence has less to do with 
any sort of causation and more to do with 
acting as a red herring to distract from the 
reemergence of the gun control debate. 
With this in mind, the online 
community of gamers has been 
extremely vocal in retaliating against 
these claims.  They’re choosing instead 
to attempt to refocus public attention 
to the outdated gun control laws that 
many believe need reform—but seem 
to have gone largely ignored by the 
American government due to political 
ties with the National Rifle Association.
Esports shooting raises a familiar debate
öö Gun control versus video game violence
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
I have said often that fashion is cyclical, but less often have I iterated 
that it is also retaliatory. Let me explain. 
The existence or emergence of certain 
trends are often in direct retaliation 
to the emergence of previous trends. 
To put it in the most basic terms, 
fashion moves from one extreme to 
the other. Whether this is because the 
universe needs balance, or because 
people are bored easily, one will never 
know. Currently, we see this most 
plainly in the rise of street fashion.
Confused as to what constitutes 
“street fashion”? Looking at a basic 
definition it is a genre of fashion steeped 
in youth culture popular in urban or 
city centres. The style was originally 
cited to have developed outside of 
the studio space, in a more organic, 
functional way. This idealization is 
outdated, and I will explain why in a 
later addition to this column series. For 
now, modern street fashion can most 
easily be identified as the “millennial” 
aesthetic—that which has been 
popularized by social media platforms 
like Instagram and Tumblr. Some 
staples of the fashion include athletic 
or athleisure wear, a mixing of textures 
and materials, and oversized fits.
The last time that we saw such 
a popularization of street fashion 
was in the late ’80s to early ’90s. The 
advanced casualness of streetwear 
popped up all over the media and rose 
in prominence as a direct result of the 
decadence and excess of the ’70s and 
impracticality of the fashion present 
in the early ’80s. At that time, though 
not cheap, brand labels like Adidas and 
Nike were considerably less exorbitant 
than what was available from the 
iconic designers of the age—names like 
Thierry Mugler and Christian Lacroix. 
The rise in street fashion also coincided 
with a growing interest in urban and 
African-American youth culture, 
thanks in part to films by Spike Lee. 
With that in the back of your 
mind, hopefully you can start to 
see why I claim that fashion is often 
retaliatory. The streetwear craze of 
the late ’80s to early ’90s was basically 
the public biting back against nearly 
a decade of puffed sleeves and taffeta. 
They wanted something comfortable, 
they wanted something affordable, 
they wanted… SWEATPANTS! Well, 
not exactly—but you get the idea. 
How does that play into modern 
street fashion, you may ask? Our current 
obsession with this genre can be traced, 
in part, to the present fascination with 
the ’90s era. It can also be accredited 
as being a direct retaliation of the 
over-sexualized female empowerment 
movement and flashy fashion trends of 
the 2000s. I will be going into greater 
depth regarding the sexualization 
of street fashion in part two of this 
series, when we classify the “anti-sex.”
An examination of modern 
street fashion: Part one
öö Retaliation as a form of fashion
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s photo is by cave_youth
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Well, it’s the start of another school year, and though we can’t really say 
we’re excited for the early morning classes and exams — it is nice to be 
back! However, just in case you need a little mood music to get yourself 
back into the rhythym of college life, we’ve got you covered. Here’s a 
playlist curated by the Other Press staff for your auditory enjoyment.
Are You Ready? by Disturbed (Caroline) 
Sunny Afternoon by The Kinks (Jessica)
Fish on the Sand by Allah-Las (CJ) 
Personal by Stars (Chandler) 
 
C.O.O.L Party by Confident Man (Jacey)
Tomboy by Vulfpeck (Klara) 
HEX by Rezz (Brittney)
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
otherplaylistthe
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Have an idea for a story?
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
issue 1// vol 45 opinions // no. 15
 O ‘Star Trek’ vs. ‘Star Wars’ War of the words
 O Your work culture sucks
 O Sometimes distance is the best option
And more!
It’s an unwritten rule that practically every household abides by—“Family 
always comes first.” While it is important 
to respect and honour your family, I 
would argue that if your family is not 
supportive and respective of your life 
and your choices, or if they shame or 
disrespect you in any way, keeping 
a respectable distance and thinking 
critically about how your family system 
affects you is the best option. 
Many people I’ve known have had 
oppressive families that shame them for 
their sexuality, their career choices, or 
their lifestyles, just because they don’t 
agree with those aspects of the person’s 
life. Some people go to school for years 
and waste their energy, time, and money 
on education for a job they don’t even 
want, but which their families pressure 
them into. I’ve even had friends whose 
families actively bully them and treat 
them like garbage, but since “family always 
comes first” is a rhetoric that is pushed 
on them from birth, they do nothing to 
stand their ground. Most people don’t 
realize their families are the problem 
because they’ve been raised with this idea. 
What some people fail to realize is 
that parents, families, and relatives—like 
all human beings—are deeply flawed. 
I’m lucky enough to have a family that 
loves and supports me, but it’s hard to 
realize that your family is oppressing you 
when it’s all you’ve known your entire 
life. Sexism, homophobia, and racism 
are all bigoted views that are prevalent 
in almost every family (everyone has 
that old racist aunt that they can’t stand 
to be around). Sometimes it’s better for 
your mental health to distance yourself 
from that kind of environment. 
This rule is a nice idea though. 
Family can be is a profound and 
wonderful thing. It’s a permanent bond 
that you didn’t ask to be born into, but 
you have been nonetheless. They’re 
the people who know and understand 
you better than anyone. However, if 
they don’t respect or understand you or 
your decisions even after you’ve tried to 
make them comprehendunderstand, 
you need to think critically about 
what family means to you.
Family shouldn’t always come 
first—especially in toxic or 
oppressive family systems
öö Sometimes distance is the best option 
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
I’m aware that by writing an article defending fanfiction, I’m setting 
myself up to be the perfect punchline 
to jokes about what wannabe writers 
get up to on the weekends. Leaving my 
200,000-word modern day Alternate 
Universe (AU) out of this, however, I 
really do think that we dismiss fanfiction 
and the writers thereof far too quickly. 
I understand where the derision 
comes from—it’s hard to think about 
fanfiction without associating it with 
50 Shades of Grey, or with tweens 
writing awkward purple prose about 
their favourite One Direction members. 
However, as someone who’s read, 
written, and even had fanfiction 
written about original works I’ve 
helped create, I’ve developed not only 
a respect for fanfiction but also an 
almost academic interest in the genre. 
There are things that you can do with a 
transformative work of fiction that you 
just can’t do with an original work. 
Fanfiction has existed since 
basically forever. A lot of the most 
popular and prolific stories in our 
culture are a form of fanfiction: Look at 
Dante’s Inferno, which was essentially 
a self-insert fic of the Bible. Isaac 
Asimov, Neil Gaiman, and many other 
writers have written Sherlock Holmes 
fanfiction. I can pretty much guarantee 
that over half the high fantasy from 
the ’60s onwards started off as Lord of 
the Rings fanfiction, and what is the 
entire Marvel and DC universe if not a 
mess of constantly expanding alternate 
universes exploring the same characters?
“But that’s not fanfiction,” you 
might argue, “that’s adaptation!” 
Here’s what I find fascinating about 
fanfiction, and what differentiates it 
from a simple adaptation. Fanfiction can 
take full advantage of the fact that you 
already know the original work. Where 
an original novel might have to take a 
paragraph or five to describe a character, 
fanfiction can where it the original left 
aves offoften skip that and get right 
to the good stuff. This gives fanfiction 
the ability to fill in gaps and flesh out 
relationships in a way that original work 
often doesn’t have time for, cutting to 
deeper examinations of the characters 
and the story itself. Readers aren’t 
flocking to Coffeeshop AUs because 
of an unbridled thirst for stories 
about people serving lattes. Often, 
the Coffeeshop AU is used to ground 
larger-than-life characters, giving us a 
chance to see what kind of people they’d 
be like if they could take a biscotti 
break and talk about their feelings. 
Fanfiction often serves as an 
exercise in character study, with every 
author teasing their own interpretation 
out from the source material, and 
sometimes even improving it. The MCU 
is a good example of this: Spider-Man: 
Homecoming doesn’t have Peter’s origin 
story as part of the plot because we, the 
audience, already know it. Thus, even 
in a movie meant to introduce us to the 
character’s life and backstory, we spend 
far more time getting to know Peter, his 
friends, his family, and his motivations 
than we would have if we had to 
watch Uncle Ben die all over again.
If that’s not enough to give you at 
least a grudging respect for fanfiction, 
that’s fine. However, here’s something 
else to consider: Fanfiction is an 
amazing tool for writers, especially 
new writers. Any writing practice is 
good practice, but fanfiction can also 
provide a community for writers to hone 
their skills and receive much-needed 
encouragement from their peers. 
Fanfiction can be strange, awkward, 
and dangerous to read on public transit; 
but it can also be contemplative and 
inspiring, and itcan make you see the 
source material in a whole new way. Even 
if it’s just a weekend hobby for writers 
who care a lot about the things they read 
and watch, so what? No one is forcing 
you to read their 25k Stucky Sentinel/
Guide canon au post-Snap fix-it fic (rated 
E), though I do apologize for forcing 
you to read that sentence just now.
The case for fanfiction
öö Fanfiction is a fascinating style of fiction writing in its own right 
Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
After freelancing for three years I finally landed the dream: A 
nine to five desk job with a view, real 
weekends, and two weeks’ vacation.
It only took six months for the 
glow of nine to five security to wane. 
Maybe it was the crammed commute, 
or the fluorescent lighting, but it wore 
at me like sand on stone. I grew tired 
of my closed-off colleagues who only 
discussed weather, movies, and hobbies. 
More than that, I was tired of answering 
the insensate question, “How was your 
weekend?” Which my head had twisted 
into an utterance of defeat, a question that 
led to a lie, because no one ever answers, 
“Well, I crammed all of my needs and 
wants into those two days. I’m exhausted 
from the short rest my employer and the 
world were so kind to schedule me.”
This nine-to-five system goes as far 
back as the late 1800’s and was fought and 
clawed for with bloody, tired hands well 
within their right to live a life with eight 
hours of work, eight hours of leisure, and 
eight hours of rest. Those hands are long 
passed now, and our automation will soon 
pass us, so what’s the hold-up with the 
review? With all our texts, our phones, our 
emails, why are we still paying people to 
be in a specific seat if they don’t want, or 
need to be? When asking these questions 
to other nine-to-fivers I receive mostly 
blank stares, or the glare suggesting 
I’m trying to “beat the system” with my 
antics. Heaven forbid I get to work in 
any more comfort than I already do!
I understand: The workforce must 
work, but can’t we let go a little? Are 
we afraid that if we let out employees 
out of the office they will never 
return? Can’t we just remember our 
universal need for occasional real-time 
connection, or those two lovely things 
called debate and negotiation?
We easily forget that we created 
this system and can always create more 
wiggle room. Of course, we must look 
at each case individually, and that takes 
time and connection—things perhaps 
we are starting to forget we have. The 
choice between security and freedom 
is nothing new, but technology can 
help us fill the gap if we just choose to 
trust one another a little bit more.
It’s not the commute or the ‘Monday 
Blues’: Your work culture sucks
öö I’ll do your work, just loosen the leash 
Laura Alden
Contributor
I grew up on Star Wars. I’ve watched every movie countless times, played 
every Lego Star Wars game, and seen 
almost all the movies in theatres, even The 
Force Awakens. I get why so many people 
like the franchise because I’ve lived it and 
breathed it. However, when it comes to 
storylines, characters, plot development, 
and as a science fiction franchise, Star 
Wars does not hold a candle to Star Trek.   
Star Trek has complex plotlines 
that deal with important and eternally 
relevant issues. Racism, sexism, war 
crimes, biraciality, sexuality; Star 
Trek has covered it all. It also explores 
important themes and ideas concerning 
race relations, the role of technology in 
society, and philosophical questions. 
It was incredibly progressive for its 
time, having started in 1966. It features 
characters from all different races 
(especially alien ones) working together 
and it featured the first interracial kiss 
ever shown on television. Star Trek also 
has created story tropes, characters, and 
scenes that are still referenced today. 
Meanwhile, Star Wars focuses on the 
banal theme of good versus evil. Its galaxy 
has not changed since the first movie. It 
has… cool fighting scenes and the Force? 
Star Wars has more commercial 
success by a longshot, but commercial 
success does not necessarily mean that 
it’s good. Star Trek is not as popular, but 
its stories and its characters have stood 
the test of time. Star Trek is the pioneer of 
science fiction and intergalactic turf wars; 
Star Wars probably never would have 
been made had it not been for Star Trek. 
I wouldn’t even call Star Wars a 
science fiction film because there’s no 
science that is shown besides spaceships 
and laser swords. It’s more of an action/
fantasy that takes place in space. On 
the other hand, Star Trek predicts how 
society will change with technological 
and social progress and questions the 
complexities that come with it. 
Star Wars was an iconic film of its 
time. Its production and cinematography 
surpassed anything that had been 
previously done. Because of its impact at 
the time, it’s nostalgic for a lot of people, 
and I believe this nostalgia is the only 
thing it’s got going for it. Its plot isn’t 
particularly amazing, and its characters 
are shallow and superficial. Furthermore, 
Star Wars has like three good movies—
that’s it. Everyone knows the films they 
made after the originals were terrible. The 
only reason new Star Wars movies keep 
being made is because the franchise is so 
big that producers know people will see 
it regardless if it is garbage or not. Star 
Trek, on the other hand, has numerous 
successful television shows and films 
as well as a couple of popular movie 
remakes, and it’s highly regarded as one 
of the best television shows of all time. 
I can appreciate Star Wars as a 
film, but in terms of science fiction, 
Star Trek lives long and prospers. 
Finally, Star Trek may not have the same 
commercial success as Star Wars, but 
at least it never had a Jar-Jar Binks.
‘Star Wars’ is overrated, 
‘Star Trek’ is superior
öö Live long and suck it 
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
It’s a hard call to make, choosing between two of the most beloved sci-
fi epics of all time—but a call must be 
made, a line must be drawn, and I am 
firmly on the side of Star Wars > Star 
Trek. 
I am not actually arguing that 
Star Wars is the better of the two 
(“better” being a degree determined 
by enjoyment, personal affection, and 
a whole slew of other, unmeasurable 
factors), but rather that Star Wars 
is, without a doubt in my mind, the 
greater of the two titans of intergalactic 
mischief. 
What it comes down to, for me 
at least, is this: We would not even be 
having this debate if it were not for Star 
Wars. 
Sure, Star Trek was a great show—it 
broke racial and gender barriers, and it 
boldly went where no TV show had gone 
before. But it just does not have the same 
cultural or social impacts that Star Wars 
carried with it. 
Star Wars brought science fiction 
to the masses. I can’t claim to have been 
around to take a straw poll back in the 
’60s or ’70s, but I seriously doubt that 
Star Trek had the same massive appeal 
that Luke, Leia, Han, and Chewie would 
bring to the big screen as of 1977. 
The success of Star Wars at the 
box office showed movie-goers and big-
budget producers alike that stories set 
in space, or other dimensions, or in the 
future, weren’t just some gimmick that 
only appealed to a niche audience, but 
rather that there was an entire galaxy of 
potential to be explored in the science 
fiction genre. 
It is hard to weigh the two properly, 
seeing as Star Trek, even with all its 
spinoff full-length films, is at its core 
a series of television shows, while Star 
Wars, even with all its canonical books, 
TV shows, and fanfics, is at heart a series 
of stories told on the big screen, but 
that’s simply what we’re working with. A 
successful series of movies has a greater 
potential to influence society, culture, 
and humanity that a TV show ever could, 
and that’s exactly what Star Wars has 
accomplished time and time again. 
I mean, come on. Whenever Star 
Wars releases a new installment to the 
saga, it is a ground-breaking event, 
whereas Star Trek’s latest is hardly 
comparable. 
Still enjoyable, don’t get me wrong, 
but not nearly on the same tier.
‘Star Wars’ is far greater 
than ‘Star Trek’
öö Live long and, with the Force, prosper
Chandler Walter
Contributor
War of the Words
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Star Wars is, without a doubt in my mind, the 
greater of the two titans of intergalactic mischief.
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Have an idea for a story?
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 O Study finds arguments more logical the 
louder you yell them
 O Megatron nostalgic for glory days
 O Comics!
And more!
The hippo did not know why he had come at this small cocktail party. 
Maybe it was because he felt the 
need to finally use his expensive evening 
outfit. He had spent quite a bit of money 
on a black tie for an event just like 
this: Casual cocktail hour, dressed up 
but not overly so. Maybe he had come 
because he hadn’t been out in a while. 
His therapist had recently told him that 
being out and interacting with others 
was very important to hippo health. 
Regardless, he was here now, and had 
to make do with the side-eyes from 
the guests, and the occasional spilled 
glasses of wine caused by others being 
“startled” or “bumped into” by the well-
dressed water-dwelling mammal. 
“Is it really true?” a guest 
asked him. “Are hippos as hungry 
as the board games suggest?” 
The audacity, the hippo thought. 
Sure, hippos are hungry, they 
eat a lot of things. You could say 
that, on occasion, hippos do in fact 
become hungry hungry hippos, but 
a stranger shouldn’t just feel free to 
ask that. The hippo made his point by 
wandering over to the dessert table 
and eating brownie after brownie until 
the stranger backed away slowly. 
The hippo could have eaten all of 
the brownies—all the food on the table, 
really—but chose instead slow down 
and wait, just like his therapist had 
suggested. Stress eating is bad, he had 
recently learned, especially for hippos. 
He decided to leave with his head held 
high and crumbs sitting on his snout. 
After putting his hippo shoes 
back on and exiting the apartment, 
he took a few deep breaths in the 
elevator. He did eat a few people on 
his way home, of course. Hippos are a 
natural predator to humans, after all.
The Hippo and the Cocktail Party
Klara Woldenga
Entertainment Editor
“Agreed. Detective Craig Anders and Controller Dai Graydon, 
on this day December 14 of 2077, 
conclude that the assassination of 
Micheal Perill was performed by one 
Levi Holt, also known as Reaper, now 
deceased; and one Alyssa Noir, also 
known as Tarot.” He clicks off the feed, 
coding the upload sequence to put the 
recording onto the Patron City Police 
Department mainframe. A coroner and 
forensics team will be here in a matter 
of minutes to confirm our findings.
“Can you imagine the pain 
involved?” he asks, and for a moment 
I’m unsure what he’s talking about. 
I turn and find him looking at 
Perill, unable to tell if he feels 
sympathy for the man or not. 
“Aneurysms are usually painless,” I 
add, but know it’s a lie. Given who this 
man was, and what he was trying to do, 
Tarot would have made it excruciating. 
-
I breathe deep, the smell of wet 
earth surrounding me as I look over 
the calm lake before me. Everything 
is damp and covered in rain, but not a 
drop falls as I sit waiting. I know what’s 
coming, and the need to be someplace 
peaceful is something I can’t deny.
“Where are we?” The voice is soft 
and feminine, as a figure in a wool coat 
and a large hood moves to sit in the 
lawn chair beside my own. I’m smiling 
gently as the same aura of tranquility 
I felt back in the file room returns. At 
the time I couldn’t remember where 
it had come from, but now I know. 
It was a psychic shield Tarot uses to 
put people at ease. That, combined 
with her overall non-threatening 
appearance, has led many to their 
death. The overabundance of it in the 
file room suggested that she used it to 
subdue Perill before she tortured him.
“My old house. Before my dad 
died in the riots we lived on a private 
lake,” I answer, letting my head fall 
back as I enjoy the cool chill of the air 
on my cheeks. “It’s gone now. They 
paved over it to build a metro station.”
“That’s too bad. It’s nice here…” she 
murmurs, almost sounding remorseful.
I open one eye, watching her. Tarot 
is deceptively diminutive, probably no 
more than five and a half feet tall and 
younger than most members of the 
Arcana. If I had to guess I would put her 
around the same age as myself, maybe 
a year or two my junior. Despite all of 
that, she’s one of the most powerful 
superhumans I’ve ever encountered, 
and more dangerous than the majority 
of the ones I’ve put behind bars. 
She pulls down her hood, her 
hair a mess of cotton candy pink 
pinned to the back of her head.
“You dyed it again…” I 
yawn, trying to avoid talking 
about why we’re really here. 
“Not really. I was curious to 
see what it’d look like, so I decided 
to try it out with you first,” she 
laughs, giving me a comically wide 
smile that makes me chuckle as 
well. “You were in bed early…”
“I took a handful of 
Quaaludes,” I confess.
“You wanted to talk.” It’s more 
of a statement than a question, 
but I nod all the same.
“So did you, obviously,” I point out. 
She doesn’t deny it, though I know she 
wants to. Tarot hates anyone thinking 
they know her too well. But, unlike 
Anders, I know that whatever she may 
suspect about me, she will never act 
negatively. Contrary to myself with my 
equalizer collar, Tarot can look and 
pick apart the flawless memories I have 
yet to hide from my consciousness. 
It gives her perfect insight into what 
goes on at the police department, 
though I have tried to block her out.
“You killed Perill?” I ask, 
already knowing the answer.
“Yes.” Any trace of remorse 
or guilt is gone from her 
tone. “He killed Reaper.”
“You were both there to 
assassinate him,” I sigh, exasperated 
with how she seems to believe that 
the death of a known murderer 
might justify the pain she inflicted.
“He deserved it, you know what he 
was trying to do…” she leads, but I am 
too used to her propaganda to fall for it.
“I’m not some kid fresh out of high 
school with an itch under my collar. 
You can’t convince me that what you 
did was for the good of your people.” 
“Our people, or are you so deep 
in the closet you’ve forgotten?” she 
asks, fixing me with a stare that 
makes a shiver crawl up my spine. 
She shakes her head, obviously as 
tired of my attitude as I am of hers. 
“Reaper was going to make it quick. 
He was going to go in, grab him, and 
teleport them both outside and drop 
him off the roof. I knew something 
was off…” Tarot whispers. She seems 
almost sad, though I can’t tell if it’s 
the failure of the plan, or the death 
of her friend that’s making her so.
“Adding foresight to your 
abilities now?” I ask sarcastically, only 
realizing the moment after I say it how 
possible and terrifying that may be.
“I don’t know. My powers are 
changing, adapting and getting 
stronger. It took me only seconds to 
get into your mind for this meeting.”
I don’t voice how unnerved I 
am by that, but the way the calm 
water of the lake suddenly becomes 
choppy betrays it for me. 
“How much do the police know?” 
she asks, quickly changing the subject.
“About Perill’s death, 
or you?” I reply.
“Both.”
“You know I can’t tell 
you that,” I sigh, shaking my 
head at how futile it all is.
“And you know I don’t have 
to ask you…” she leads once more, 
baiting me into another argument 
we’ve had a million times before. How 
pro-super human rights it is to force 
herself into my mind and extract any 
information she wants against my will. 
“They know everything about the 
murder. How Holt got stuck, how Perill 
harpooned him, and how you killed 
him. There’s some speculation on if he 
suffered or not, it’s indeterminate…” 
I confess, feeling like a child being 
asked to recite a page of a textbook.
“He did,” she says flatly. It 
annoys me how nonchalant she is 
about it. I have to constantly remind 
myself of how ruthless she can be.
“They know you’re a powerful 
psychic, and that you’re high up in 
the Arcana, most believe you’re it’ 
leader…” I pause, looking to her for 
confirmation, but she only smiles 
innocently, something I find incredibly 
unsettling with how successful it is. 
“They know there’s twenty-one of 
you left, with another few hundred 
operating as part of the SHA…”
“So they know fuck all…” 
she interrupts, and I can’t even 
conjure the will to dispute her. 
“They know fuck all,” I affirm, 
feeling a faint tingle in my fingertips 
that signifies I’ll wake up soon.
She sighs, also aware that our time 
will soon end. I feel a release come over 
me, a psychic weight being lifted I had 
no inclination was there in the first 
place. Suddenly, all of the things that 
had been blocked from my memory 
come flooding back and I feel the power 
of an entire rebellion behind me.
“What are your next orders?” 
she asks her voice fading as I 
slowly slip out of the dream.
“We need to replace Reaper, 
start looking for another teleporter…” 
I inform, already feeling her 
psychic fingers rearrange my 
awareness so I’ll forget giving the 
command at all come morning.
‘Super Human’ part four
öö A short story excerpt
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
In a shocking turn of events Alberta’s premier, Rachel Notley, has stated 
that she is pulling her cowboy province 
out of the national climate-change plan 
to protest the federal ruling that has 
halted the Trans Mountain pipeline. 
“We won’t stand for this, the world 
won’t stand for this,” Notley told reporters. 
“Alberta is angry, and I am angry.” 
When asked how a large piece 
of Canada’s land could explain 
complex human emotions, let alone 
speak to her, she told reporters 
that they wouldn’t understand.
“It’s an Albertan thing,” she said. 
“You don’t get our hats either.”
Speaking to reporters on Wednesday, 
Notley said that she is demanding 
the Liberal government to appeal the 
court ruling, and to call an emergency 
parliament session to fix the National 
Energy Board in order to get those “Sweet, 
sweet stacks flowing again.” She says she 
doesn’t understand the hold up, and is 
confused about the “Resistance towards 
extending a pipe that carries dangerous 
liquid dinosaurs from point A to point B.” 
“I don’t get it, everyone loves 
dinosaurs,” she told reporters. “Our Royal 
Tyrrell Museum of Paleontology is one of 
our biggest summer attractions.” She then 
contorted her right hand into some-sort of 
dinosaur head shape and made a poor 
imitation of a Jurassic Park raptor noise.
“We have chosen to build our 
province’s economy on a black and 
gooey finite substance,” Notley told 
reporters. “We’re not about to own up 
to our mistake now that it’s running 
out and causing a bunch of trouble.” 
Notley also addressed her 
disappointment towards the public, 
telling reporters that “With all the new-
fangled memes kids have nowadays, 
I thought the focus on this pipeline 
extension would have died out by now.”
“I think she’s doing the right thing,” 
Thompson Hennar, local Albertan and 
cow enthusiast, told reporters. “I don’t 
know anything about British Columbia, 
or mountains—as I’ve never seen 
one—but I assume it’s perfectly safe 
and reasonable to extend the pipeline.” 
When asked where he lived, Hennar 
stated he lived on a 10 acre plot of land 
near a beautiful stream, and if any 
reporters got their greasy reporting vans 
near his well he would shoot them.
Ottawa’s representatives were quick 
to comment, stating: “We don’t listen to 
anyone who makes ultimatums, or really 
bad Jurassic Park raptor impressions.” 
Despite the pus-back from her 
announcement,yNotley stated that 
she is firm on her decision, closing her 
latest press conference by stating: “Our 
province has been short-sighted for this 
long, and we see no reason to stop now.”
Too embarrassed to admit their 
mistake in economic planning, Alberta 
pulls out of climate-change plan
öö ‘Choosing to build Alberta on a finite resource is everyone’s problem now!’ says premier 
Klara Woldenga
Entertainment Editor
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Local businessman Joe Ericson is as normal as it gets, 
and he likes it that way. 
“I eat the same thing for breakfast 
everyday: Toast on toast,” Ericson told 
the Other Press. “I go running on the 
weekends, binge on some Netflix, and 
sometimes even get out of the city. Not 
too far out though, you don’t want to get 
too crazy on the weekends, amirite?”
According to Ericson, he has 
worked at the same local, large-scale 
business for over 10 years and has no 
intent on stopping anytime soon. 
“I work nine to five for a large 
company, and I love it!” Ericson 
told the Other Press. “I just can’t 
understand why anyone would have a 
problem with this kind of lifestyle!”
“He’s the best employee we have 
ever had,” said Ericson’s boss, Laura 
Hecklin. “He loves work more than 
anyone I have ever met. During the 
weekends he sits at his desk at home 
in his business clothes waiting for 
Monday to start. It’s beautiful, really.”
“It’s true,” confirmed Ericson. “I 
just don’t know what to do with myself 
on the weekends. It’s scary to think 
about, really. What do I do when I’m 
not at work? Frightful Fridays and 
Marvelous Mondays, amirite?” 
“He’s such a freak,” said Jack 
Logen, Ericson’s co-worker. “Who 
can be happy doing this desk job and 
nothing else? It’s soul-sucking.”
According to the company’s records, 
Logen was fired five minutes after 
grumbling for creating low work morale. 
When asked about Logen’s firing, 
Hecklin replied, “This company has a 
zero-tolerance policy on grumblers.” After 
grumbling about the low morale created 
by grumblers, Hecklin was also fired. 
Instead of moving up in the 
company after both Logen and Hecklin 
were fired, Ericson chose to remain in 
his position and in his small cubicle 
filled with pencils he enjoys pushing. 
“I don’t want to move up too quickly,” 
said Ericson. “Or at all, really. Life’s not all 
about success and growth, you know?” 
To the outside world, seems like 
Ericson has it all figured out, but he’s 
had a question stuck in his head for as 
long as he can remember: Why do other 
people complain about working nine to 
five jobs? For the past five years, Ericson 
has dedicated every two-week vacation 
he has gotten to traveling the world 
and scouring libraries and the Internet 
to find the solution to this complex 
question. He’s gotten close, but still 
feels the answer is far within reach. 
“I can understand not liking nine 
to five work, I guess,” Ericson told the 
Other Press. “But complaining about 
something and not changing it? That’s 
a whole ‘nother head scratcher.” 
Local man excited to dedicate life 
to dream he did not conceive
öö ‘Paychecks are better than thinking!’ says man
Klara Woldenga
Entertainment Editor
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Megatron leaned back in his armchair and took a long, deep 
inhale from his metal cigar. As he 
blew out the smoke, he looked at the 
photographs along his mantlepiece—
battles with dear old Optimus, trying 
and failing to crush the puny humans, 
yet another failed Starscream usurping. 
All in bright gaudy colours, all with 
nondescript and generic backgrounds. 
Those were the good times.
Megatron’s diabolical living room 
was decorated with memorabilia 
from his past, a shrine to the old 
days of the Transformers before the 
shift to a darker, edgier conflict. 
“I just miss the simplicity of all 
that,” the Decepticon leader said. “Us 
and the Autobots, some weakling 
humans running around, all fun 
and games.” He lovingly brushed the 
dust off a large arm-mounted fusion 
cannon mounted on the wall. 
“You’ve seen the films,” he said. 
“I’ve been a 
jet recently, 
of all things. 
Undignified for 
one such as me. 
Now this…”
He gestured 
towards a 
photograph 
taking a central 
position on the 
mantle, showing 
Starscream 
pointing a 
laser pistol 
off-camera and laughing maniacally. 
“This is the Decepticon life that 
I miss. See that pistol? That was me. I 
turned into a mighty and conveniently-
sized gun in those days, to be wielded 
by my faithful second-in-command.” 
Megatron said this last part with a 
laugh, remembering all the times he 
brutally dismembered Starscream 
for betraying him yet again.
I had been invited into Megatron’s 
home to help him remember and record 
his times during 
the halcyon days 
of yore. The 
1980s were a 
simpler time for 
everyone. The 
alien robot spent 
many hours 
waxing poetic in 
his living room, 
a warm and 
friendly place 
with welcoming 
black spires 
and comforting 
dark purple lighting. A classic of 
modern Decepticon décor, I’m sure. 
Today, Megatron was mostly fixated 
on the transformations in his life. 
“I spent some time as a glorious 
battle-tank in the early days of the 
Cybertronian war,” he said. “A frivolous 
exercise, as my fusion cannon was 
more than enough for any pathetic 
Autobot who dared oppose me, but it 
allowed a certain style.” He gestured 
around the room, which also included 
a large statue of himself stepping on 
Optimus Prime’s corpse and thrusting 
a sword into the sky. “As you can see, I 
usually shy away from the dramatic.”
A communicator’s siren broke his 
reverie. He sighed deep. “That worthless 
bug Bumblebee is causing mischief 
once more. How I long for the days 
of Ironhide and Grimlock. Even old 
Ratchet knew how to be intimidating.” 
He shook his head and 
began mobilizing his forces in an 
uncharacteristic monotone. Before 
he departed, he bowed low to me 
and gave one last loving gaze at 
the bright colours and audacious, 
garish transformations on display 
in the photographs on his mantle. 
“What I wouldn’t give for 
Starscream to fail me for the 
last time, once again…”
Hhe lumbered out of the room, 
transformed into a ragged and formless 
jet, and blasted off into the sky, leaving 
me in a locked cage sitting in a room full 
of nostalgia and just one thought: God, 
his voice used to be so damn shrill.
Megatron nostalgic for glory days 
of transforming into a gun
öö In today’s complex world, Decepticon leader longs to be a pistol again
Greg Waldock
Web Editor
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Confirming the correlation between a speaker’s volume and the probability 
of being right, a fascinating new study 
done by the National Speech and 
Debate Association has found that 
the validity of one’s argument does 
not depend on logic or reason but 
rather the shrillness of one’s voice. 
“Our research has indicated that all it 
takes to win an argument, or a debate, is to 
shout your position with an ear-deafening 
intensity,” said speech researcher Ginger 
Aile. “It turns out being the loudest one in 
the conversation, no matter if you’re right 
or wrong, is a great way to strengthen 
your position. It also helps if you don’t 
listen to anything your opponent is saying 
or give them the chance to speak.”
As per this study, researchers 
have also discovered other ways to aid 
in making a stronger argument. They 
found that insulting your opponent’s 
intelligence, using racial slurs, 
immediately negating everything they 
say, bringing up the opponent’s age or 
maturity level, or simply using your 
gender as a counter-argument are sure-
fire ways to make convincing assertions. 
“After a handful of case studies, we 
found that once someone mentioned 
their gender as a counterpoint in their 
argument, they were seen to be much 
more persuasive,” said Dr. Ken Pepper, 
the leader of this study. “For example, 
when you are in the middle of an 
argument, stating ‘I’m a man,’ or ‘I’m 
a woman, so I think I know what I’m 
talking about,’ will make you sound 
like you know exactly what you are 
talking about, even if your gender has 
nothing to do with the conversation.” 
Researchers also found that providing 
anecdotal evidence for something that did 
not happen to you, you have no evidence 
for, or you think you read something 
about (on a YouTube comment once, 
you’re not sure, but you’re going to use it 
as a fact for your case anyway) is another 
great way to strengthen your point. 
Furthermore, getting personally offended 
by your opponent’s argument, especially 
when it does not concern you, is also one 
way to make your point more convincing. 
However, despite all these tips, 
it turns out the most important way 
to appear logical in an argument 
is to walk away and do it later.
Study finds arguments more logical 
the louder you yell them
öö This and similar tactics make for a stronger argument overall, according to researchers
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
Weekly Crossword: Back to School
By Caroline Ho, Assistant Editor
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15
16 17 18
19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31
32 33 34 35
36 37 38 39 40 41
42 43 44 45
46 47 48 49 50 51 52
53 54 55 56 57 58
59 60 61 62 63
64 65 66
67 68 69
70 71 72
DOWN
1. Academic distinctions: 
Graduating with __ (US sp.)
2. Eggy breakfast meal
3. Watch a video again
4. Money dispenser (abbr.)
5. Refer to
6. Getting full marks on a 
test
7. Madagascan primates
8. Chose
9. In the style of (2 wds.)
10. Judge's garb
11. Course outline
12. Big business (abbr.)
15. Marine Cops motto: "__ 
Fi"
18. Heather plant genus
20. Ergo
25. Prefix meaning "half"
28. Drink slowly
31. "Ha ha" internet abbr.
33. Contented sighs
35. Elevate
36. Attendance taking
37. Not in
38. Pants, slangily
40. Brief downturn
42. Desert-dwelling 
ungulate
43. Danger
45. Like ready-to-eat fruit
48. Joiner of metals
50. College areas
51. Pass, as time
52. Buyer's counterpart
55. Have faith in
56. Wanders
58. Day of wrath: "__ irae"
60. Woodwind instrument
62. Fluid-filled sac
65. Possess
66. __ Dhabi
ACROSS
1. Circle dance
5. Unit of energy (abbr.)
8. Rowboat implments
12. Shooting star
13. Frozen H20
14. Schemes
16. Early afternoon hour (wd. + abbr.)
17. Schedule
19. Bakery item
20. Job security for many professors
21. Shady tree
22. Proselytize
24. Patterns on graph paper
26. College-level high school class (abbr.)
27. Tablet pen
29. GA's northern neighbour
30. River through the Czech Republic and 
Germany
32. Largest continent
34. Knight's suit
36. Decays
39. Highest academic degree
41. Feels unwell
42. Educational unit usually lasting one 
semester
44. Alexa's Apple counterpart
46. Between Soprano and Tenor
47. Opposite SE
49. Astrological sign
53. Equivalent of cc
54. Say
57. Rang out
59. Green prefix
61.  Turn the key again
63. West African nation
64. First Monday of September (2 wds.)
66. Pome fruit
67. Decreases in speed
68. Typographic units
69. Public transit vehicles
70. Loaned
71. Alphabetic sequence after Q
72. __-friendly
4 1 5 8
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9 7 4
3 1 4 7
7 9
8 7 2 4
6 9 8
2 6
8 4 3 9
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7 6 3 5 2 4 8 9 1
4 1 8 7 9 6 2 3 5
9 2 5 3 8 1 7 6 4
8 3 9 6 4 7 5 1 2
1 5 7 9 3 2 4 8 6
2 4 6 8 1 5 9 7 3
6 8 1 2 5 9 3 4 7
5 9 4 1 7 3 6 2 8
3 7 2 4 6 8 1 5 9
SUDOKU
To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.
For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org
If you like Sudoku you’ll really like 
‘Str8ts’ and our other puzzles, Apps 
and books. Visit www.str8ts.com
The solutions will be published here in the next issue.
No. 402 Very Hard Previous solution - Tough
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If you like Sudoku you’ll really like 
‘Str8ts’ and our other puzzles, Apps 
and books. Visit www.str8ts.com
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Let's get the semester started!
